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Response to Office Action 

Please amend the paragraph in the specification beginning at 
page 13, line 22 as follows: 

The connector 10 also includes a locking structure 24 to 
enable the semi-cylindrical members 12, 14 to be securely locked 
to one another. As shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the locking structure 
24 includes a pivotable locking lever 26 arranged on the 
semi-cylindrical member 12 at the free edge 12b (the term "at" is 
used to mean on, near or proximate) , a tension lever 28 connected 
to the locking lever 26, and a projection 30 formed on the 
semi-cylindrical member 14 with a groove 32 which opens toward, 
i.e., faces awav from, the free edge 14b o f the semi-cylindrical 
14. The locking lever 26 may be pivotally mounted to a mounting 
bracket 25 which is attached to the semi-cylindrical member 12. 

Please amend the paragraph in the specification beginning at 
page 24, line 2 as follows: 

FIG. 7A also shows the possibility of providing axially 
extending ridges 38 on the outer surface of the semi-cylindrical 
members 42, 44, specifically the conduit engagement portion 48 of 
semi-cylindrical member 42 and the conduit engagement and 
extension portions 54, 58 of semi-cylindrical member 44. Also the 
extension portion 58 is provided with openings 60 which can be 
made without subtracting from the strength of the connector 40. 
From FIGS . 7 and 7A, it can also be seen that locking flanges 34 
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are provided on only the conduit engagement portions 4 8 , 54 and 
are spaced apart from the free, axial edges of the respective 
conduit engagement portion 48 , 54, Moreover, it can be seen in 
FIG, 7A that extension portion 58 extends axiallv outward from 
conduit engagement portion 54 in a direction awav from vent 
engagement portion 52 to thereby provide semi-cvlindrical member 
4 4 with a larger axial length than semi-cylindrical member 12, 
which lacks such an extension portion. In view of this axial 
length variation, a conduit 6 engaging with semi-cvlindrical 
members 42,. 4 4 via conduit engagement portion s 48. 54 can be bent 
away from the extension portion 58 (s ee FIG. 8) > 



5 



PACE 5/26 ■ RCVD AT 9/8/2008 11:17:33 AM [Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/5 • DN1S:2738300 • C8ID:*1 212 319 5101 • DURATION <mro-ss):07-10 



